THE STATE OF TEXAS      §
COUNTY OF SUTTON      §
CITY OF SONORA	§
On this the 17th day of October, 2016, the City Council for the City of Sonora met in 
Regular Session in the Council Chambers of City Hall with the following to wit:
PRESENT:	Wanda Shurley, Mayor 
Todd Munn, Councilmember 
				Doug Chandler, Councilmember
				Norm Rousselot, Councilmember	
				Juanita Barrera, Councilmember
   
		STAFF:	Edward Carrasco, City Manager
				Belia Fay, City Secretary
				Betty Hernandez, Office Manager
				Chief William Dudley
				

Others attending were:  Brigitte Rogers, Neria Galindo, Maria Gomez, Irene Dominguez, Cecilia Sanchez, Elaine Donaldson, Kyle Hughes, James A. Kosub, Briggs Simms, Debra Hobbs, Bill Hazelton, Lu Hazelton, Kimberly Meyer, Lilia Flores, Joyce Casparis, Donna Garrett, Steve Smith, Miguel Villanueva, Robin Street and Joe David Ross

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Shurley called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and delivered the Invocation followed by The Pledge of Allegiance to The United States Flag and The Texas Flag.
PRESENTATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AND UPDATES WERE PRESENTED:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	City Manager Edward Carrasco reported that the replacement of roofs at City Hall, Fire Station and Airport Office has been completed.  He also reported that the handicapped ramp at the end of Main Street is almost complete. Mr. Carrasco stated that Matt Hickey, the city’s engineer is currently taking chemotherapy treatments and his assistant has submitted the paperwork to TCEQ regarding The Love’s Travel Center.
 Water Supervisor Charlotte McElwain addressed the Council with a brief presentation on The Texas Rural Water Association.  The association can assist the city by conducting surveys on potential sources of contamination, development of a protection and contingency plan, public education and help the city create a Steering or Stakeholder Committee.
CONSENT AGENDA:
	Motion was made by Councilmember Munn to approve the minutes of the prior meetings also to approve the August and September Senior Center Reports and the September monthly report for the Police Dept.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Barrera and motion passed unanimously.
			DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS:
6a: REQ TO CLOSE STREETS FOR A CHRISTMAS PARADE AND LIVE NATIVITY:
	The Council unanimously approved the closing of Concho Ave. and Main Street on November 30, 2016 for a Christmas parade and live nativity upon a motion made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Rousselot.

6b:  REQ TO CLOSE STREETS FOR ANNUAL CHURCH FALL FESTIVAL:
Councilmember Chandler made the motion to close portions of Poplar, St. Ann’s, Tres, San Jose and Plum Streets for The St. Ann’s Catholic Church Fall Festival which will be held on October 23, 2016.  Councilmember Barrera seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
6c:  ENFORCEMENT AND/OR AMENDING ANIMAL ORDINANCES:
	The Council heard complaints from several citizens regarding the abundance of cats that are being fed by other residents, resulting in a nuisance related to lack of rabies shots, fleas and other health issues.  Animal Control Officer Suzanne Whitworth was present and reported that the City has paid up to $900.00 a month to shelter cats and that most of the trapped cats are feral cats and/or diseased.  The Council reviewed the city’s ordinances and concluded that there should be some modifications on the ordinances.  Councilmember Rousselot made the recommendation to review all the ordinances related to animals within the city limits and hold a public hearing to review suggestions and options and contact City Attorney James Kosub for further advice on modifying the ordinances. 
6d: REQUEST FROM UPS TO USE GOLF CARTS IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS:
	Mr. Kyle Hughes with UPS addressed the Council and asked if the Council would consider allowing UPS to operate golf carts with trailers in residential areas to deliver packages during the period of October 15th through January 15th. The purpose for this request is mainly for safety measures and he further stated that the golf carts would have head lights, tail lights and side reflectors.  He also stated that currently the Cities of San Angelo and Junction are allowing the golf carts.  Councilmember Munn made a motion to allow the golf carts in residential areas during the period of October 15th through January 15th, contingent to City Attorney’s findings on the state law.  Councilmember Rousselot seconded the motion and it carried by unanimous vote.
6e:  2016-PL-10 SOUTH HEIGHTS BLOCK 45A, LOT(CASPARIS):
	The Council unanimously approved to re-plat Lots 1 through 4, Block 45A of The South Heights Addition into two lots which will reflect as Lots 1A and 4A, Block 45A of The South Heights Addition upon a motion made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Chandler.  
6f: RESOLUTION 2016-R-10 INVITING THE US ARMY SPECIAL OPERATIONS:
	Resolution 2016-R-10 inviting The US Army Special Operations Command (USASOC) to conduct The Unconventional Warfare Exercise 16(UWEX16) in the City of Sonora, Texas from March 5, 2017 through June 1, 2017 was unanimously passed upon a motion made by Councilmember Rousselot and seconded by Councilmember Barrera.
6j: COC QUARTERLY HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX FINANCIAL REPORTS:
	Motion was made by Councilmember Munn to approve the Sonora Chamber of Commerce Quarterly Hotel Occupancy Tax Financial Reports ending September 2016.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Chandler and motion carried unanimously.
6g: FIRST READING -EXP 4B SALES TAX TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE- DRN:
	The First Reading was held to expend 4b Sales Tax Funds on an economic development project to provide assistance to The Devil’s River News in the amount of $11,700.00 which will be used for a portion of their expenses to purchase needed equipment for their Sonora location.  No action was taken on this matter.
6h:  FIRST READING-SEDC- 4B SALES TAX-EATON HILL NATURE PRESERVE:
	First Reading was held to expend 4b Sales Tax Funds on a Community Development Project to Assist Eaton Hill Nature Preserve in the amount of $57,000.00 to assist in supporting the operating expenses for the Fiscal Year October 1, 2016 through September 30, 2017.  No action was taken on this matter.
6i:  2016 TAX ROLL:
Motion to certify the 2016 Tax Roll with a total tax levy of $833,252.41 was made by Councilmember Chandler and seconded by Councilmember Munn.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.
6k:  WATER AND SEWER RATES:
	Mrs. Brigitte Rogers appeared before the Council and asked the Council if the City had been issued a fine of one million dollars by TCEQ.  City Manager Ed Carrasco replied that the City has not been issued any fines.  Mrs. Rogers proceeded to express her concern about the elderly not being able to pay their bill due to the increased water and sewer rates and suggested that the City re-implement the three-month averaging system, which includes the months of November, December and January.  Mr. Carrasco responded that the City is willing to work with the customers and anyone that cannot pay their bill should call city hall so payment arrangements can be made.  There were some other questions and concerns about the city’s water’s quality.  Water Supervisor Charlotte McElwain explained how the water tests are conducted and reassured the residents that the city’s water is adequate for drinking.
6l:  VAN FOR SENIOR CENTER:
	Mr. Carrasco reported that the van for the Senior Center would be ready to be picked up and the final selling price was $38,632.67.  This matter had already been voted on at a previous meeting so no action was necessary.
6m: SEDC BUDGET:
	The 2017 Budget for The Sonora Economic Development Corporation was unanimously approved upon a motion made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Barrera.
6n: SEDC QUARTERLY REPORT:
	Councilmember Munn made the motion to approve The Sonora Economic Development Corporation 4th Quarterly Report.  Councilmember Barrera seconded the motion and it passed by 
unanimous vote.
6o: RENEWAL OF TERMS FOR SEDC BOARD MEMBERS:
	The motion to renew and fill the terms of the directors to The Sonora Economic Development Corporation was made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Rousselot.  Motion passed unanimously.
6p: LIBERTY PARK:
This matter was not discussed due to the fact that the requestor called to report that she would be unable to attend the meeting.
7:  REPORT AND OTHER INFORMATION:
None
8:  CITIZENS AND VISITORS’ COMMENTS:
None	 
	ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Mayor Shurley adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m. upon a motion made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Barrera.   Motion carried unanimously.

______________________________		______________________________
Mayor Shurley					Councilmember Munn

________________________________		_______________________________ 
Councilmember Chandler			Councilmember Rousselot

_______________________________		_______________________________
Councilmember Barrera				Office Manager Betty Hernandez	
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