STATE OF TEXAS               §
COUNTY OF SUTTON	§
CITY OF SONORA		§
On this the 2nd day of March, 2015 the City Council of Sonora, Texas met in Special 
Session at The Sonora Intermediate Auditorium with the following to wit:
	Present:	Wanda Shurley, Mayor
			Terri Johnson, Councilmember
			Todd Munn, Councilmember
			Jeremy Dawson, Councilmember
			Faye Deel, Councilmember

	Staff:		Ed Carrasco, City Manager
			Belia Fay, City Secretary
			Betty Hernandez, Office Manager

Others Attending:  See Attached Sign In Sheet
	
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Shurley called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the 

invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag and the Texas Flag.

4.  PAINTING OF THE SWIMMING POOL AND REPLACING THE FILTER:

	Public Works Supervisor Peter Duran reported to the Council that the Municipal Swimming Pool needed painting and the filter needed to be replaced.  He reported that the painting costs would be approximately $5,500.00 and the estimate cost for the filter is $28,000.00.  He further stated there was money budgeted in the pool’s budget under the capital equipment fund and equipment maintenance to cover these expenditures.  Motion was made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Deel to paint the pool and have the filter replaced.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
5.  FIRST PUBLIC HEARING:  TX COM. DEVELOP. BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	SEDC Manager Robin Street addressed the citizens that were present regarding the Texas Capital Fund Grant that the City is in the process of applying for.  Ms. Street stated that Love’s is planning on building a truck stop by Exit 404.   Estimated figures have been obtained which are approximately 1.4 million, but reported that final figures would be in within the next two weeks.  Sewage services for the truck stop would cost the City approximately 1.4 million dollars.   Ms. Street reported that the City is eligible for a $750,000.00 grant through The Texas Community Development Block Grant Program.   Sonora Economic Development Corporation has pledge a $225,000.00 grant to the City and Love’s is willing to provide $500,000.00 to assist the City for the expenses of the infrastructure project.  The business would create about 31 jobs.  Dr. Kristy Edwards inquired about the likelihood of getting this business and time expectancy.  She also asked about administrative costs.  There were other concerns such as annexation issues, the volume of sewage services, the possibility of a water well,  increased crime, impact of existing businesses, housing for the out-of-town employees, noise and lights pollution, trash and the city’s water resources.  A video was presented titled Truckers vs. Trafficking which was a positive view on putting people on alert on this matter.  Mr. Jim Polonis with the Underground Water Conservation District informed the citizens that he did not foresee any problems with the City’s water resources.  It was reported that the truck stop’s usage would be approximately 15,000 gallons of water daily.   Mr. Joe David Ross asked the Council if the public had been given sufficient notice of the proposed truck stop.  Ms. Street was asked how much the SEDC had in their budget.  She responded that SEDC has approximately $460,000.00  and an additional $20,000.00 in the checking account.  Mr. Carl Teaf inquired about the tax revenue from the truck stop.  It was reported that the revenue would be approximately $200,000.00 a year, generating from sales tax and ad valorem taxes.  Dr. Edwards asked if more police officers would need to be hired and the Council responded that the police department personnel would be discussed at budget time.  Chief Dudley addressed the citizens, introduced himself as the new Chief and stated that he plans on having a full staff and a more efficient department soon.  He further stated that in his opinion, the truck stop would not be a hindrance to the City.  Mr. Bill Hazelton encouraged the public to support the truck stop project and emphasized on some of the benefits such as creating 31 jobs and generating revenue for the City through the sales tax and ad valorem taxes.  He further stated that all taxing entities would benefit from the truck stop due to the additional monies that will be collected through ad valorem taxes.
The public hearing was adjourned at 7:04 p.m.
Council reconvened at 7:09 p.m. and proceeded with the workshop with the Sonora Chamber of Commerce, Friends of Historic Sonora and The Sutton County Historical Society.  It was an informal workshop and the Council heard from representatives from all the entities.  Mayor Shurley stated that there are certain rules, set by the legislature on how to spend the hotel occupancy tax.  A lengthy discussion was held regarding the hotel occupancy tax and the Council expressed concern about the hotel occupancy tax being misused and duplication roles between the three entities.  Other suggestions were made to combine the entities where all  would be located in the same building.  Mayor Shurley suggested moving the Friends of Historic Sonora office to City Hall and the museum to the Ice House Ranch Museum and not having to pay rent anymore.  The Council decided to form a tourism committee to conduct a research on what is best for The City of Sonora and how each entities’ roles can benefit the City.  The Council asked Mr. Max Howorth to form the committee and report back to the Council.   Mr. Howorth accepted the position and there being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m. by unanimous vote upon a motion made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Deel.



_______________________________		______________________________
Mayor Shurley					Councilmember Johnson

________________________________		_______________________________ 
Councilmember Munn				Councilmember Dawson

________________________________		_______________________________
Councilmember Deel					Betty Hernandez, Office Manager
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