
THE STATE OF TEXAS      §
COUNTY OF SUTTON      §
CITY OF SONORA	§
On this the 8th day of February, 2016, the City Council for the City of Sonora met in 
Regular Session in the Council Chambers of City Hall with the following to wit:
PRESENT:	Wanda Shurley, Mayor
		Todd Munn, Councilmember
				Terri Johnson, Councilmember
				Jeremy Dawson, Councilmember	
				Doug Chandler, Councilmember
   
		STAFF:	Edward Carrasco, City Manager
				Belia Fay, City Secretary
				Betty Hernandez, Office Manager
				Chief William Dudley				

Others attending were:  James Kosub, Jose Garza, Elvia Lopez, Isael Perez, Rosa Irene Dominguez, T.J. Thorp, Melissa Fuentes, Miguel Villanueva, Rex Ann Friess, Robin Street and Kim Meyers.

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Shurley called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
and delivered the Invocation followed by The Pledge of Allegiance to The United States Flag and The Texas Flag.
PRESENTATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AND UPDATES WERE PRESENTED:
	City Manager Ed Carrasco reported that the Texas Community Block Grant has been completed.  He also reported that he met with a TXDOT representative and the Sonora ISD Superintendent and they came to the conclusion that a light will be installed at the high school crosswalk and the school has agreed to pay for the light service.  Mr. Carrasco further reported that the lights at Liberty Park are very fragile and has met with Bill Hazelton and he suggested that a couple of lights be installed from the gazebo facing the park.
CONSENT AGENDA:
	Motion approving the minutes of the prior meeting and the Police Dept. Report for February was made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Chandler.  Motion carried unanimously.
SECOND PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED ANNEXATION:
First Property:  Town & Country Food Stores, Inc. c/o Stripes, LLC- Abstract 318, 
		1.726 Acres, Section 91, HE & WT RY Co.
		2nd Property:  Dora Hilda Fuentez-Abstract 892, 1.21 Acres, Section 92, Sim White
Mayor Shurley closed the public hearing at 6:08 p.m.
			DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS:
7a: RESOLUTION 2016-R-2 TO ANNEX TWO PROPERTIES:
	Councilmember Johnson made the motion to adopt Resolution 2016-R-2, annexing the above-mentioned property into the city limits.  Councilmember Munn seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote.
7b:  REQ FROM ST. ANN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH RE-WALKING PROCESSION:
	St. Ann’s Catholic Church was unanimously granted permission for a walking procession on March 25, 2016 upon a motion made by Councilmember Dawson and seconded by Councilmember Munn.
7c:  AMENDMENT TO THE TAX ABATEMENT CRITERIA AND GUIDELINES:
	A brief discussion was held regarding Sec. 7.1 Living Hourly Wage Requirement of The Tax Abatement Criteria and Guidelines.  Motion to amend Section 7.1 by replacing the language, “of the company’s new and existing employees” on the second sentence of this section to, “of the company’s new and existing full-time employees,” was made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Johnson.  Motion passed unanimously.
7d:  AMEND CONTRACT -TX DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE CONST. CONTRACT:
	Councilmember Munn made the motion to amend the contract with The Texas Dept. of Agriculture by approving Change Order No. 1.  Councilmember Dawson seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote.
7e:  AMEND CONTRACT-TXCDBG 7214429 WW SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS:
	The Council unanimously approved the Change Order No. 2 amending Contract TXCDBG 7214429 Wastewater System Improvements upon a motion made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Johnson.  
7f:  SENIOR CENTER DONATIONS:
	Motion was made by Councilmember Dawson to accept the donation of $55.00 to The Senior Center, which consisted of $20.00 cash and a $35.00 check for a memorial.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Johnson and carried unanimously.
7g:  FIRE CODE ADOPTION:
	Marshal TJ Thorp addressed the Council and presented a sample of The International Fire Code Ordinance.  He stated that currently the City does not have a fire code adopted.   Mayor Shurley suggested that a workshop be held to discuss the matter further.  The Council agreed to schedule a workshop on Monday, February 22, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. regarding this matter.
7h:  THE SUTTON CO. PANTRY AND RESOURCE CTR TO USE THE POOL:
	No action was taken on this matter due to the fact that no one was present to talk about this matter.  
7i: CONSIDER ORDINANCE –PARKING BIG TRUCKS ON RESIDENTIAL AREAS:
	City Manager Ed Carrasco reported that the City does not have an ordinance regarding the parking of big trucks on residential areas.  He stated that a citizen had presented a list of people that had their heavy duty trucks parked on residential areas.  Chief Dudley reported that he had the list and was on the process of contacting the people.  In fact, he had contacted some of them and they were given a time period to find a place in a commercial area to park the trucks. He further reported that some of the trucks that are parked are not even in operation; therefore, they are considered junk, and of course that falls under the Ordinance regarding junked vehicles.  The Council decided to discuss this matter at the workshop on February 22, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.
7j:  SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY:
	The Council unanimously approved the social media policy that was presented by Mr. Carrasco upon a motion made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Chandler.  
7k:  JOINT ELECTION WITH THE SUTTON COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT:
	A Joint Election Agreement for May 7, 2016 with The Sutton County Hospital District was proposed to the Council by City Secretary Belia Fay.  Motion to approve the agreement was made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Dawson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
7l:  PETITION TO DE-ANNEX LOMA ALTA SUBDIVISION:
	Mr. Carrasco reported to the Council that a petition to de-annex Loma Alta Subdivision by placing this issue on the ballot on May 7, 2016 has been submitted to the City Secretary.  City Attorney James Kosub reported that the petition did meet the 50 signatures required.  Motion to place this item on the ballot for May 7, 2016 was made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Dawson.  Motion carried unanimously.
7m:  PETITION TO DE-ANNEX SINALOA SUBDIVISION:
	City Attorney James Kosub reported that the petition to de-annex Sinaloa Subdivision did not meet the 50 signatures required due to the fact that most of the signatures on the petition have been eliminated because the people that signed the petition do not reside in Sinaloa Subdivision; therefore, resulting in less than the 50 signatures required.  Mr. Garza, the petitioners’ attorney responded that pursuant to the law, the petitioners do not have to reside in the area that is being asked to de-annex.  Mr. Kosub stated to the Council that his interpretation of the law is that the people that sign the petition do have to reside within the area, but regardless, the Council would have  to choose whether to place it on the ballot or not.  He further advised that if the Council decided not to place this issue on the ballot, Mr. Garza could file a lawsuit and a Judge would have to make a ruling on this matter.  Office Manager Betty Hernandez stated that if the de-annexation of Sinaloa is not placed on the ballot for May 7th,  the City might have to hold another election in November to consider this matter and it would be costly.  After much consideration, the Council unanimously voted to place the de-annexation of Sinaloa on the ballot for May 7, 2016 upon a motion made by Councilmember Dawson and seconded by Councilmember Munn.
	Mayor Shurley announced that the Council would take a 5 minute break.
Council re-convened at 7:35 p.m.
7n:  ORDER OF ELECTION FOR MAY 7, 2016:
	Motion to approve Resolution No. 2016-R-02A ordering the Election for May 7, 2016 was made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Johnson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
7o: FEES ON PUBLIC INFORMATION REQUESTS:
	Motion to not make any changes and leave the public information fee policy as is was made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Chandler.  Motion passed unanimously.
7p: ROLE OF SONORA TOURISM COMMITTEE REGARDING THE HOTS FUND:
	A brief discussion was held regarding the role of The Sonora Tourism Committee 
regarding the hotel occupancy tax funds.   The Chamber of Commerce and The Sutton County Historical Society will present their annual budgets to The Sonora Tourism Committee and the committee will present the budgets along with their recommendations to the Council for final approval.  The City of Sonora will deposit all of the hotel occupancy tax funds to The City of Sonora HOTS Fund account, effective April 1, 2016.  The Sonora Chamber of Commerce and The Sutton County Historical Society shall apply for HOTS funds through The Sonora Tourism Committee with the City Council making the final action of approval.  
7q:  EXISTING PUBLICITY&TOURISM AGREE W/ SUTTON CO. HIST. SOCIETY:
	The Council agreed to ask Mr. Kosub to review the current agreement and present a proposed agreement for consideration at the next meeting.  The Council also agreed that such agreement will begin on April 1, 2016 and shall continue in force until October 1, 2016 and that the agreement will be reviewed and renewed annually prior to October 1st of each year.
7r:  EXISTING PUBLICITY&TOURISM AGREE WITH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:
The Council agreed to ask Mr. Kosub to review the current agreement and present a proposed agreement for consideration at the next meeting.  The Council also agreed that such agreement will begin on April 1, 2016 and shall continue in force until October 1, 2016 and that the agreement will be reviewed and renewed annually prior to October 1st of each year.
7s: CHAMBER OF COMMERCE QUARTERLY REPORT:
	Councilmember Munn made the motion to approve the Chamber of Commerce Quarterly Report.  Councilmember Chandler seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote.
7t:  2016-17 BUDGET FOR MOTEL TAX REVENUES FOR COC:
	No action was taken on this matter.
7u:  CHAMBER OF COMMERCE DIRECTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT:
	The Chamber of Commerce Director’s Annual Report was unanimously approved upon a motion made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Dawson.
7v:  SEWER RATES:
	Water Supervisor Charlotte McElwain presented some more thorough figures and estimates regarding charges on actual water usage.  Motion to accept her recommendation to eliminate the 3-month averaging system and bill on actual water usage at the next billing cycle which will be in March was made by Councilmember Munn and seconded by Councilmember Chandler.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.
7w:  ALLOWING WATER RUNNING INTO THE STREET:
	A brief discussion was then held regarding the wasteful use of water into the streets. The Council requested that Mr. Kosub draw up an Ordinance for consideration regarding wasteful use of water.
9. CITIZENS AND VISTORS’ COMMENTS:
	None 
	ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Mayor Shurley adjourned the meeting at 8:55 p.m. upon a motion made by Councilmember Munn and seconded
Councilmember Dawson.   Motion carried unanimously.

______________________________		______________________________
Mayor Shurley					Councilmember Johnson

________________________________		_______________________________ 
Councilmember Munn				Councilmember Dawson 

________________________________		_______________________________
Councilmember Chandler			Betty Hernandez, Office Manager
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